qualified ("Subgenus X") to avoid confusion with genera, and inserting a subgeneric name in parentheses between genus and species names is awkward. Also, because the subgenus is rarely included in database lists, it reduces the information value of the classification. For example, an ecologist looking at a long list of species in a single genus might miss the fact that there are monophyletic groups of species (subgenera) that have ecological correlates, which could lead to an idea or hypothesis. The subgenus has its place in taxonomy, but it should not be used simply to avoid revision shock. Vences et al. (2013) argue for "economy of change" which in their system means taking a conservative stand by not naming new taxa (e.g., genera) when it creates instability. "In such cases, taxonomists should carefully consider whether the advantages of a new scheme outweighs its disadvantages in terms of compromising taxonomic stability in the particular group of taxa." But the problem with that approach is that virtually any taxonomic revision will create instability in the short term (one or a few years). It is the inevitable consequence of naming new taxa. Taxonomists do this to increase stability and manageability of the classification in the future, not in the short, transitional period of acceptance (the dust storm). It is not uncommon for a group to be revised only once in its entire history, so a revision should not be viewed as placing a group in permanent taxonomic turmoil. Also, breaking up a large genus having dozens or hundreds of species facilitates diagnosis of new species in the future by reducing the number of comparisons within a genus. Initially it is up to the reviewers and editors, and ultimately the scientific community, whether to accept proposed taxonomic changes emanating from any revision. Although we are living in a period of fluidity of taxonomy stemming largely from molecular phylogenetics, it is important to be patient and understand that taxonomic revision is good in the long term even though it may not seem that way in the short term.
